
 

 

The Paradigm Grant Programme exists to support projects and activities designed to 
improve the quality of life of Paradigm’s residents and the wider community. 

Projects must align with one or more of our priorities to: 

• promote the reduction of disadvantage, supporting people to become financially 
independent and breaking the cycle of poverty 

• support people’s health, wellbeing and safety, and to maintain a safe and stable 
home 

• promoting community action, cohesion and reducing isolation and exclusion.  

Priority will be given to projects/organisations addressing the needs of the most 
disadvantaged members of the community.  

Examples of projects that may be funded include:  

• advice and support for those who are vulnerable and marginalised  
• mental health and wellbeing support 
• reducing digital exclusion through access to devices, affordable internet access and 

digital safety  
• food banks or projects that help to reduce poverty  
• projects that promote community cohesion  
• support for those living with or escaping domestic abuse 
• addressing root causes of anti-social behaviour. 
• support into employment or training opportunities for young people or adults  
• after school clubs or activities provision for struggling families  
• projects that promote and support local community involvement for households that 

struggle with isolation 
• preventing risk of exploitation from criminal gangs 
• working with more vulnerable new households to make a positive start in their 

tenancy, such as care leavers or those previously homeless 
• resident led projects that support community involvement or improve their local 

environment.  

n.b. this list is not exhaustive. 

Activities that are not a priority for the fund:  

• fundraising activities or projects that focus on marketing or branding  
• one-off events or activities that cannot demonstrate outcomes for Paradigm 

residents and communities.  
• Activities that contribute towards capital appeals or requests that are solely for 

equipment.  
• building, maintenance, or structural improvements.   



 

Support for Paradigm communities  

Funded activities must be able to demonstrate how the funding will benefit Paradigm 
residents either directly or through a wider community impact.  

The applicant organisation will need to demonstrate a clear understanding of community 
needs and a commitment to working in partnership in the locality.  

Projects with no clear plan for how they will benefit (and monitor involvement with) 
Paradigm residents or communities cannot be funded.  

You can see a map of the communities we work in on our website. If you are unsure 
whether your organisation is operating in a Paradigm area, please contact the Grants 
Manager to discuss your project before applying (see contact details below).  

Grant programmes  

There are two types of funding available: 

Seed Funding  

Projects that are community-led or are responding to an emerging community need   

Up to £1,000 per project 

Applications accepted throughout the year. Grant decisions are made within four 
weeks.  

Community Fund  

Larger community projects 

Projects between £1,000 and £12,000  

We may also be able to fund a few projects per year for a larger amount. If your 
initiative requires larger funding, please contact the Grant Manager to discuss before 
submitting your application.  

Who can apply?  

The following not-for-profit organisations are eligible to apply: 

• constituted community and resident groups 
• registered charities  
• companies limited by guarantee  
• social enterprises  
• Community Interest Companies (CICs) Limited by Guarantee – not CICs Limited by 

Shares 
• Charitable Incorporated Companies (CIOs) 

Applicants must: 

• be supporting Paradigm residents or communities and the places we work. 
Applications will be expected to demonstrate that they have a clear strategy for 
engaging Paradigm communities in their project 



 

• demonstrate that the proposal is in response to identified community need 
• have a minimum of three unrelated Trustees/Directors/Management Committee 

members 
• have a Governing Document, i.e. a constitution or Memorandum & Articles  
• have a Bank Account in the name of the group, with at least two unrelated 

signatories – or provide details of another group who will be managing any grant 
awarded, with a copy of the partnership arrangement  

• have annual accounts, or for smaller groups, an income and expenditure sheet for 
the most recent financial period. If a group is new with no previous income, they will 
need to provide an income and expenditure forecast and a recent bank statement 

• have a Safeguarding Policy if working with young people under the age of 18 and/or 
working with vulnerable adults. Groups will also need to have a DBS checks policy in 
place where required  

• have the relevant insurance in place, including public liability (if required) before 
delivering activities.   

What can’t be funded through the Paradigm Grant Programme: 

• local authorities 
• any party political activities 
• purely commercial ventures (for profit) 
• CICs Limited by Shares 
• spending that has already taken place (i.e. retrospective funding) 
• individual sponsorship, or redistributed of a grant to individuals or other 

organisations 
• activities promoting religious beliefs 
• activities where people are excluded on the basis of religion, sexual orientation, 

gender (unless the issue being dealt with is gender specific), ethnicity  
• organisations that have overdue or incomplete monitoring on a previous grant from 

The Paradigm Foundation or Paradigm Grant Programmes 
• organisations that have been late submitting their accounts to the Charity 

Commission or Companies House in two of the last three years 
• organisations that are in receipt of loans from Directors/Trustees 
• organisations where Trustees are paid, unless evidence of approval is provided from 

the Charity Commission and/or this arrangement is referenced in the governing 
documentation. 

Closing dates for applications 

Deadlines for returning applications and the supporting documents are listed on the 
website.  

What happens next?  

Applications that meet the grants programmes priorities and criteria will be shortlisted. The 
Grant Manager might contact applicants for an informal chat or to request additional 
information to find out more about your project. 
 



 

Shortlisted applications will be presented to the Grants Committee. Successful and 
unsuccessful applicants will be notified of the decision in writing. The Committee’s decisions 
are final and cannot be appealed. 

Timetable for spending the grant 

Successful applicants will have up to 12 months from the agreed grant start date to spend 
the grant awarded.   

Grants cannot cover activities taking place before any grant is awarded. 

Monitoring and evaluation  

Groups in receipt of a grant will be required to submit a monitoring and evaluation report 
outlining how the grant was spent and highlighting the benefits to residents. Details to be 
included will be confirmed as part of the grants offer process.  

Monitoring and evaluating the projects funded by our grants enables your group and us to 
better understand the impact of the grant. It helps us to more fully understand community 
needs and enables your group and us to learn about your project.  

How to apply 

The grant application forms are available on our website. They can be completed ‘online’ 
saved and emailed to us. Along with the requested supporting documentations.  

If you are not able to complete the form online we can send a hard copy in the post.  

Completed forms can be emailed to grants@paradigmhousing.co.uk. 

Further Information  

Contact the Grants Manager if you would like to discuss your proposal before making an 
application, or if you need help completing the form or providing the supporting 
documents.  

Email grants@paradigmhousing.co.uk 

What happens next?  

When you have completed and submitted the online application, we will confirm we have 
received it. We will also let you know when you will hear about the outcome of your 
application. 
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